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Tracing my family history, it runs to the slave trade, where my great grandfather was forcefully brought to America. He got attached to the plantation where the laborers lived. The laws then were very strict regarding their interaction with the white men, and they were not treated as equals. Through this era, they tried to create social groups meant to fight for their rights and at least let them be considered persons. They had their events, such as banjo playing, that brought them together to address the matters they faced. They used those times to come up with solutions to the problems and also encourage each other. This was not relatively easy for them as their owners thought that these meetings were engineered to make them rebel and not work in peace. This led to him being and others being confiscated, and they could no longer interact with the others. Although the abolition of the slave trade act had been passed long before in 1808, it was a big thing for them in as much as it didn’t equal total freedom, it meant that they would be able to have some rights that they could not enjoy before then.
This saw my great grandfather move from the southern side, and he headed to Newyork, where he started his own business of a restaurant. At this point it’s where he met my great-grandmother; she was working in the triangle shirtwaist company. She had moved to New York from Germany, she was a Jew, and they were not well regarded in that part of Europe; she was working in the company amongst other people who had also migrated from Europe. Because they were immigrants, they were mistreated, and their pay was almost equal to nothing. The government by then was so corrupt, and the employees' rights were not even closely granted. During the industrial revolution, the owners of the companies took great advantage of the workers. 
They corrupted the government, and the rich remained rich, and the poor remained poor. This condition was soon to change after the March 25th, 1911 triangle shirtwaist fire, that day, my great grandmother had bad flu, and she couldn't go to work. This fire led to the massive destruction of people as the company was situated on the 9th from the 11th  floor, and the employees were locked in the factory as the owners were afraid that the workers would steal some of the fabrics used in the making of the shirts. This fire changed a lot as it led to changes in factories for better conditions for the employees. As my grandmother says, the workers were panicking at that time, and most of them died because they jumped from the building trying to save their lives. This action was among the foundation of the civil rights movement. The people who witnessed this say that the fire was so bad, and it led to the formation of committees that were pushing for better working conditions for the workers. It led to the creation of the 54hour bill, and there was a push for better working conditions for the workers. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]My great-grandmother was among the prominent advocates for reforms as she escaped the fire by a whisker, and she did not want a repetition of the same in the future. After this, she joined my great grandfather in working in the restaurant, which was to be blown out of proportion by the economic depression, at this time, my grandmother was a mother of two, and she was pregnant at the time of the great depression. The crush of the stock market in 1929 led to many investors losing their money, and this led to the closedown of most of the businesses my great grandfathers included. This was quite a big economic shock to them as he was the breadwinner, although the happenings had given them quite a tough time.
